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A New Year.  New Challenges.

The 2016 Legislative Session Underway 
The 2016 Legislative Session has begun.  This is the 
second year of  the 86th General Assembly.  Between 
lower-than-expected revenue estimates, current 
commitments in education reform, medicaid 
expansion, and other areas; and the dynamics of  an 
election year; debate on budget and policy bills may be 
fewer but no less intense than usual this year. 

As the Iowa Association of  Christian Schools (IACS), 
we are focused solely on issues that directly affect our 
member schools.  We’ll be working on removing the 
sunset provision for Independent Accreditation, 
transportation and textbook funding, school choice 
programming, and defeating unfunded mandates and 
legislation that would be detrimental to our role and 
mission as faith-based nonpublic schools. 

IACS continues to improve its organization and gain 
support both in the grassroots and at the Capitol.  Our 
board members and lobbyist work hard year-round to 
keep an eye on the issues that impact your school as 
well as build and maintain relationships with key policy 
makers and colleagues in the education community. 

Whether participating in a financial literacy workgroup, 
advocating for you at the Capitol, or answering 
parents’ questions at meet-the-teacher nights; we are 
here to serve you and the kids in our schools.  Be sure 
to sign up on our website for our newsletters and 
action alerts.  We can’t be effective without 
administrators, parents, and teachers getting informed 
and engaging in the process. 

Independent Accreditation Update 
Last year, we asked legislators in both chambers to 
include language in any number of  possible bills that 
would make Independent Accreditation permanent in 
Iowa.  The House chose to put the language in the 
education appropriations bill.  The Senate replaced the 
entire bill with their version and the bill and our 
language failed to remain in the final version passed in 
the closing moments of  the session. 

We have broad, bi-partisan support and have heard of  
no concerns from legislators or anyone else about the 
efficacy of  the program.  Although a couple of  groups 
have opposed the program, we have not heard of  any 
practical or logistical concerns needing to be 
addressed.  As you know, our accrediting agencies are 
keeping our schools accountable and do great work in 
helping schools meet their full potential. 

Independent Accreditation is meaningful, it’s working 
well, and is more aligned with the options afforded to 
nonpublic schools in every other state. 

This year we have two “companion” bills introduced.  
Senator Sinclair and a number of  co-sponsors in the 
Senate have introduced Senate File 2047 and Rep. 
Heartsill has introduced House File 2061.  Be sure you 
are signed up on our website and click on the option 
to receive future email newsletters and alerts from us.  
We’ll let you know as soon as things move forward or 
if  we need help contacting legislators. 

Thank you!  Together we’ll get this passed!
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF%202047&ga=86
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2061&ga=86
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF%202047&ga=86
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2061&ga=86
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Education Celebration! 
We need EVERY SCHOOL represented this year at the 
Education Celebration event at the Iowa Capitol.  Please get 
a group of  parents, teachers, and students together and 
make the trek to the Capitol on March 1.  The goal is 
1,000 participants!  There is a rally at Noon, be sure to 
sign up for Capitol tours, and show your students how to 
engage in the process.  It’s a great civics lesson, and we need 
your help to advance school choice in Iowa! 

Visit www.iowaace.org for more information and be sure to 
let Trish Wilger know you are coming.  Her contact 
information is on the website! 

Other Updates 
There are a number of  other issues we are working on or 
watching this session.  Here are just a few: 

Smarter Balanced Assessment - The legislature’s 
Administrative Rules Review Committee placed a “session 
delay” on proposed rules from the State Board of  
Education adopting Smarter Balanced as the new statewide 
assessment.  Although IACS doesn’t take a position on 
which test(s) should be administered to public school 
students, we are concerned about cost.  We believe that the 
State should make funding available to public schools to 
cover the cost of  these tests and offer the same funding to 
private schools choosing to participate. 

Tax Credits - We will support any efforts by Iowa ACE 
and legislators to make positive changes to the number of  
STO tax credits and/or expand the Tuition & Textbook 
Tax Credit programs. 

Transportation & Textbook Funding - The Governor’s 
preliminary budget this year includes a modest increase in 
textbook funding.  There is no increase in transportation 
funding.  Both of  these funds need additional resources to 
be fully funded and recover from previous cuts. 

IACS Board Update - Randy Ten Pas from Hull Christian 
School finished his term this Fall.  Thank you, Randy, for 
your service!  We appreciate you!  Randy has been replaced 
by Lisa Goedken from Community Christian School in Fort 
Dodge.  Welcome, Lisa! 

IACS Board Of  Directors 
Brian L’Heureux — President  
Valley Lutheran School 

Pete Van Velzen — Vice President  
Sheldon Christian School 

Craig Rapinchuk - Secretary  
Peoria Christian School 

Ryan Anderson - Treasurer  
Parent, Iowa Christian Academy 

Harlan DeVries 
Sioux Center Christian School 

Lydia Quick  
Ankeny Christian Academy 

Marlin Schoonhoven  
Ireton Christian School 

Lisa Goedken  
Community Christian School 

IACS Consultant/Lobbyist 
Eric Goranson  
Goranson Consulting, Inc. 

Contact Us 
We have a new address! 

Iowa Association of  Christian Schools 
PO Box 12028 
Des Moines, Iowa  50312 
 
info@iowachristianschools.org 
www.iowachristianschools.org
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